438          FARTHER ACCOUNT OF THE

Yet, the privy council did not, in their laudable zeal
for honest recreation, depart, in the least, from ac-
customed prudence ; requiring, as essential conditions
of removing those restrictions, that " the comedies
and interludes be looked into " for matter, which
might breed corruption of manners; and that fit per-
sons might be appointed, for allowing such plays only,
as should yield no example of evil. We shall find, in
our progress, that regular commissioners were ap-
pointed in 1589, for reviewing the labours of our dra-
matists ; for allowing the fitj and rejecting the un-
mannerly; which appointment seems to be, only, a
systematick improvement of Queen Elizabeth's eccle-
siastical injunctions, in 1559.

of late, for honest recreation sake in respect that her Majesty
sometimes taketh delight in these pastimes their Lordships think
it not unfit having regard to the season of the year and the clear-
ness of the city from infection to allow of certain companies of
players to exercise their playing in London, partly to the end they
might thereby attain to the more perfection and dexterity in that
profession, the rather to content her Majesty, whereupon their
Lordships permitted them to use their playing untill they should
see to the contrary and foreseing that the same might be done
without impeachment of the service of God, restrained them from
playing on the Sahbath-day: And for as much as their Lordships
suppose that their honest exercise of playing to be used on the
holydays after evening-prayer as long as the season of the year
may permit and may be without danger of the infection will not
be offensive so that if care be had that their comedies and inter-
ludes be looked into, and that those which do contain matter that
may breed corruption of manners and conversation among the
people be forbidden.    Whereunto their Lordships wish there be
appointed some fit persons who may consider and allow of such
plays only as be fit to yield honest recreation and no example of
evil.    Their Lordships pray his Lordship to revoke his late inhi-
bition against their playing on the holydays, but that he do suffer
them as well within the city as without to use their exercise of
playing on the said holydays after evening prayer only, forbearing
the* Sabbath-day according to their Lordships said order, and
%vhen he shall find that the continuance of the same their exercise,
by the increase of the sickness and infection, shall be dangerous,
to certify their Lordships and they will presently take order ac-
cordingly."